Live the Adventure
“Be Not Afraid”

Diocese of Great Falls—Billings
Catholic Youth Convention 2018
November 17-18, 2018
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CYC Convention
Handbook
2018
This event is sponsored by the Diocese of Great FallsBillings, and made possible through generous
contributions for youth ministry through
the Catholic Foundation of Eastern
Montana.

Schedule
Bishop Michael Warfel invites you to attend the 2018 Catholic Youth Convention! All
parish leaders and participants should be made aware of the contents of this
handbook. CYC is a two-day, one night gathering of high school Catholic youth from
all over Montana.
When: November 17-18, 2018 (Doors open @ 1pm Saturday. Departure begins @
noon on Sunday).
Where: Great Falls Central Catholic High School —Great Falls, MT
Cost:$70 per participant (Youth & Adult) $100 after October 31, 2018.

Tentative Schedule
Saturday
1:00pm Registration Opens

8:00am Breakfast @ GFCC

1:30pm Youth Ministers/Chaperone
Meeting.

9:00am General Session #2: Youth
Keynote & Paul J. Kim

2:00pm Opening Ceremony
2:45pm General Session #1: Youth
Keynote & Paul J. Kim
3:45pm “Stump the Panel” - Question & Answer session.
4:30pm Break
4:45pm Breakout #1:
Adult Breakout w/ Paul J.
Kim
5:30pm Banquet @ Heisey
7:30pm Mass @ St. Ann’s Cathedral
9:00pm Celebration Dance @
Heisey
11:00pm Departure to Housing
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Sunday

10:00am Breakout #2:Gender Sessions
11:00am General Session #3:
Youth Keynote & Paul J. Kim
12:00pm Closing Ceremony
12:30pm Depart for home! See you
next year!

Housing
All participants (youth & adult)
will be housed locally. Ladies
will be at Great Falls Central
Catholic High School and boys
will be at The Heisey Youth Center. All participants need to bring
a sleeping bag, pillow, sleeping
mat/air mattress, toiletries, tow-

Registration Information
Chaperones
Must be 21 years of age or older (no exceptions)
CYC is an event for adults as well as youth. All participants will have a incredible formation
experience. Here are some tips for inviting awesome adults to share in the CYC experience.


Look for dedication. Chaperones must remain overnight on site with their youth at the
housing provided for the group.



Inform. An evening with chaperones before CYC is a great way to keep everyone up to
date and informed about details and expectations.



Clear vision. The weekend is about youth. Period. The vision for this Inaugural event is
to serve the young Catholic faithful. Give a copy of the “Chaperone Guidelines” to all
prospective chaperones.

Registration Information
Please register your adults by October 15, 2018
The Diocese of Great Falls—Billings will notify any parish (October 31, 2018) if any
chaperones and/or other adult participants are not eligible due to the fact that they are
not current or not in compliance with the diocesan safe environment training “Safe &
Sacred”.
Follow these steps:
1. Make copies of the registration form in this packet.
2. Distribute copies to all prospective adult and youth participants. Have participants fully
fill out the paper registration. Make certain that all sections are filled out. Collect the completed registrations &paymentas soon as possible,mindful of the deadline (Adults: October
15, 2018 Youth: October 31, 2018). Parishes are responsible for collecting payments from
their participants and sending one check from the parish/school.
3.

Make copies of all registration forms (you keep the original). One check (made out to
Holy Spirit Catholic Parish) should be written from the parish/school to cover all registrations. Put copied registration forms & payment in envelope and mail to (it must
arrive on or before Oct. 15 for Adults & Oct. 31 for Youth):
CYC 2018
Attn: Aubrey Rearden
201 44th Street South
Great Falls, MT 59405

Payment Information
Total cost per person is $70. Late registration after October 31, 2018 will be $100.
Thank you to the individuals who support the youth of our Diocese with their
generous gifts to the Catholic Foundation of Eastern Montana. The fee is required
of everyone registering, including adults, we strongly encourage parishes/
schools to consider paying the fee for those serving as chaperones
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Group Leader Information
The Diocese of Great Falls-Billings requires that you bring a specific ratio of safe environment trained adultleaders to
youth on this event, that ratio is 1 gender specific adult for every 10 youth. Adult chaperones must be 21 years or
older.
Both male and female adult chaperones are required if both boys and girls are registering, even if your entire group has
less than ten youth, or if the number of either boys or girls in your group will be less than ten. For example, if your
group totals 3 boys and 13 girls, you would need a total of 3 chaperones: 1male and 2female.
In compliance with diocesan policy the Diocese of Great Falls-Billings will refuse a group’s registration if chaperone
requirements are not met.
A youth is understood as anyone under the age of 18. High school youth over 18 technically need not be chaperoned,
but they must be affiliated and registered with a specific parish or Catholic school youth group, and under the supervision of the group’s Youth Minister/parish leader.

GROUP LEADER CHECKLIST:


Have I discussed the details and expectations of CYC with my adult leaders?Are all of my adult leaders safe environment trained?



Are all of my adult leaders up-to-date on their Safe & Sacred training?



Have my drivers filled out the appropriate transportation release forms from the parish/diocese?



Do my adult volunteers have contact information for all of the youth they personally are responsible?

Transportation
You must provide transportation for your group throughout the weekend. Schedules are flexible. Drivers of commercial vehicles should be available at all times for emergencies. There will be ample parking for busses.
“Stump the Panel” Questions:
We would like to gather questions from the teens to give to the panel to prepare for the session on Saturday titled “Stump
the panel”. If you would gather questions from your youth and submit them to Aubrey Rearden via email ( aubrey@holyspiritgf.org ) prior to November 1 it would be much appreciated. The questions can/should be on the topic of
faith, spirituality, integrating our faith into our daily lives, etc. The panel will consist of ordained, religious, and lay leaders in our church.
Banquet & Mass:
The Convention banquet and Mass on Saturday evening are festive occasions. This is a semi-formal dress up affair...so dress up! While we want participants to enjoy the banquet, we encourage everyone to be sensitive to the
value of food and the plight of many throughout the world who cannot enjoy a similar feast. In short, eat everything on your plate...and dress up nice!!!
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Participant Guidelines for CYC 2018
Participant Code of Conduct
Make copies for all participants
Drug/Tobacco/Alcohol/Weapons/Cell Phone Conduct Policy
As applicable by law, the possession and/or use of any drugs, tobacco, alcohol or weapons will not be tolerated at the
CYC , neither will fighting, obscene language or other inappropriate behavior. The inappropriate or distracting use of
cell phones and/or camera phones is not permitted, and the CYC Convention staﬀ may confiscate such for the duration of the convention. This applies to all participants (youth and adults). If necessary, persons violating this policy
will be dismissed from the convention and sent home at their own expense. Let’s help one another by not putting
anyone in the position of even suspecting malicious behavior on another’s part while at convention. Neither the
Diocese of Great Falls-Billings, University of Great Falls, or St. Ann’s Cathedral/Heisey assumes any responsibility for any civil violation incurred through the violation of this policy.
Emergency contact information
Aubrey Rearden’s (Convention Co-coordinator) cell phone number is 406-868-6713. You should provide parents
with cell phone numbers and the phone number of your adult leaders and chaperones before you depart.
Dresscode
Youth and adults are urged to dress casually for convention weekend. Keep in mind that summer still prevails in
Great Falls in September. Dress appropriately. We are here to celebrate Christ’s presence in the young people of the
Catholic Church! You will bend, twist, sit, climb and dance at CYC. Short shorts or skirts will only get shorter with
these activities. A good measure is to let your arms fall to your side and if your fingers touch skin, bring a longer skirt
or pair of shorts. To enable participation in the icebreakers, women and girls are asked not to wear dresses or skirts for
the Friday night session.
ATTENTION ADULTS! Remind your youth to dress up and be stewards of our Saturday evening celebration with
your own enthusiasm and creative participation. The Saturday evening banquet, followed by the extraordinary CYC
Mass at the Cathedral and the dance, are dress-up aﬀairs. This means semi-formal conservative attire. Modest is hottest!
Ladies, pick out your sharpest suit or simple dress. Gentlemen, PLEASE DRESS UP! Do not be afraid of slacks and a tie
(not jeans and a T-shirt!!!). Borrow something from your Dad and have fun doing it. Show oﬀ the style of the young
Catholics in our state!
For Youth By Youth Scholarship Fund Support: Put Five Aside!
We will take up a collection at CYC on Sunday that will go directly to support the Diocese of Great FallsBillings For Youth by Youth Scholarship program, money from this program will be used to offset the cost
of future convention registration fees and summer camp fees for the youth of our diocese. Please remind
youth and adults to bring a few extra bucks to be stewards of these amazing opportunities.
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YOUTH MEDICAL INFORMATION
I hereby warrant that to the best of my knowledge, my child is in good health, and I assume all responsibility for the
health of my child. (Of the following statements pertaining to medical matters, sign only those that are applicable.)
Emergency Medical Treatment:
In the event of an emergency, I hereby give permission to transport my child to a hospital for emergency medical or surgical treatment. I wish
to be advised prior to any further treatment by the hospital or doctor. In the event of an emergency, if you are unable to reach me at the
above numbers, contact:
Student/Participant:
Name & Relationship:

Phone:

Family Doctor:

Phone:

Family Health Plan Carrier:

Policy Number:

Signature:

Date:

Other Medical Treatment:
In the event it comes to the attention of the schools, its officers, directors and agents and the Diocese, chaperones, or representatives associated with the activity that my child becomes ill with symptoms such as headache, vomiting, sore throat, fever, diarrhea, I want to be called collect (with phone charges reserved to myself).
Signature:

Date:

☐Medications:
My child is taking medications at present. My child will bring all such medications necessary and such medications will be well- labeled. Names
of medications and concise directions for seeing that the child takes such medications, including dosage and frequency of dosage as follows.

Signature:

Date:

Non Prescription Medication
I hereby grant permission for non-prescription medication (such as aspirin, throat lozenges, cough syrup) to be given to my child if deemed
appropriate.
Signature:

Allergic reactions (medications, foods, plants, insects, etc.)

Any physical limitations?

Does child have a medically prescribed diet?
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Date:

Has child recently been exposed to contagious disease or conditions, such as mumps, measles, chickenpox, etc? If so, date and disease or
condition:

Immunizations: Date of last tetanus/diphtheria immunization:

Is child subject to chronic homesickness, emotional reactions to new situations, sleepwalking, bedwetting, fainting?

You should be aware of these special medical conditions of my child:

As a parent and/or legal guardian, I remain legally responsible for any personal actions taken by the above named
minor (“participant”). I agree on behalf of myself, my child named herein, or our heirs, successors, and assigns, to
hold harmless and defend the Diocese, its officers, directors and agents and the Diocese, chaperones or representatives associated with the event arising from or in connection with my child attending the event or in connection with
any illness or injury or cost of medical treatment in connection therewith and I agree to compensate the Diocese, its
officers, directors and agents and the Diocese, chaperones or representatives associated with the event for reasonable attorney’s fees and expenses arising in connection therewith.
Signature

Date

Please return this form, your registration form, and payment to your parish Youth Minister or at your school
office on or before Sunday October 26, 2018
Please call or email your parish youth minister or Aubrey Rearden 868-6713 aubrey@holyspiritgf.org with
questions.
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