June, 2020

“And whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one of these little ones to drink because the little one is a disciple—
amen, I say to you, he will surely not lose his reward.” - Jesus
Poverty is an issue and in this day and age we are aware of its presence more than ever. We have reminders through
email, snail mail, walking down the street, TV news and through the many different ways in which we volunteer. In
the secular world, among Christians and other faith traditions, we are trying to make a dent in it. Family Promise is
one of those programs whose “promise” is to eradicate poverty one family at a time. This beautiful program, that
impacts so many people, is looking at the pandemic that has beset our world, and needs to find other ways in which
to care for the children who are the center of Family Promise. By assisting the parents to stabilize their lives, by
giving that “hand-up” we have cared for and released many families to become successful and productive in their
private lives. The children “win” every time we have done this.
The workers and supporters of the Monsignor House have rejoiced every time one of our families moves into their
own home. So it is with a heavy heart we need to address how we do volunteering within this program at the
Monsignor House. We can no longer have the personal contact as we had in the past, through sharing meals
together and staying the night at the Monsignor House. The Monsignor House is not suited as a static site because
of the need for updating its plumbing and heating and its small size. We cannot house people there IF there is
another shelter-in-place. It is too costly to have them housed in a motel for any length of time (we found that out
with our last young family). So, we are closing the Monsignor House as a Family Promise site. Kathie Malby has
met with the interim Executive Director of Family Promise, the Family Promise board chair, and the staff at the
downtown location. She also met with Aubrey Rearden and Mark Meyer to discuss the issues surrounding our
volunteers at Holy Spirit and usage of the Monsignor House. At this time, we do not know where this pandemic will
take us, but we do know, for now, we cannot proceed as we once did.
AT THS TIME — Family Promise Great Falls needs to re-group and decide on 2 things: a) Search for a new
director; and, b) if/when a new director is chosen, move the program into a new direction for “Eviction Prevention.”
What the Family Promise board will do has not been decided. In the mean time we ask for your continued prayer
support. We hear loudly and clearly in our Liturgy of the Word today ~ we will be rewarded by our Lord when we
serve others, no matter how small the service. Prayer is one way we serve. Let us do it with fullness of heart in
service to the King of Kings.
Thank you to all of you who supported the Monsignor House with supplies during this time. Your generosity is
deeply appreciated. If you want to know more about the Family Promise program at the Monsignor House Holy
Spirit, or if you just need to talk about this, please give Kathie Malby a call at 781-5033 and leave a message. She
will return your call as soon as she can.

